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Hello Mountain Vista Elementary Families, 
 
Just like that, we’re turning the corner to the month of October!  September has been an exciting month filled 
with new friendships, renewed friendships, fun events, and lots of learning.  Mountain Vista is a great place to 
be! 
 
I want to begin by sharing a heartfelt thank you for your support in our Stompede Fun Run. This year’s         
Fun Run was a tremendous success, and it wouldn't have been possible without your enthusiastic support and 
generous contributions.  Your participation has raised vital funds that will directly benefit our students and 
their educational experiences.  I want to extend a special thanks to our Parent Teacher Organization for all of 
their hard work in making this event come to life!  Thank you for making this event such a resounding success! 
 
Additionally, I want to share information about the changes in reading instruction taking place at Mountain 
Vista Elementary, and in Cherry Creek School District, due to the Science of Reading.  The Science of Reading is 

 
October 1 – 31  EHS Feeder Donation Drive (flyer enclosed) 
October 7   STEAM-a-palooza, CCIC 

October 10   Spirit Day 

October 10   Community Night, Chipotle 
October 11   Picture Re-takes with Studio 5 (flyer enclosed) 
October 14 – 22  Fall Break 
October 25   PTO Community Meeting, MVE Library + Zoom, 6:00 p.m. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://cherrycreekschools-org.zoom.us/j/4816391983?pwd=MmpFbGJMbm1rNE5lVHNJMmNENU14dz09 

Meeting ID: 481 639 1983 
Passcode:  mve 

October 27   Progress Reports 
October 28   Monster Mash, 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
October 30 – November 3 Book Fair (hours enclosed) 
October 30 – November 3 Conferences 
November 3   NO SCHOOL, Non-contact Day 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://cherrycreekschools-org.zoom.us/j/4816391983?pwd=MmpFbGJMbm1rNE5lVHNJMmNENU14dz09


a body of research that has significantly deepened our understanding of how reading develops and how 
children learn to read.  It is based on scientific evidence gathered from numerous studies in the fields of 
cognitive psychology, linguistics, and neuroscience.  It specifically places a strong emphasis on building strong 
foundational skills through phonics.  Other components that are emphasized are fluency, vocabulary, and 
comprehension.  By focusing on these critical reading skills, we are equipping our students with the tools they 
need to become confident and proficient readers. 
 
Our teachers are well-prepared and knowledgeable of this research and are implementing best practices to 
meet student needs.  We continue to work in our collaborative teams to discuss the following four 
Professional Learning Community (PLC) questions: 

1. What do we want all students to know and be able to do? 
2. How will we know if they learn it? 
3. How will we respond when some students do not learn? 
4. How will we extend the learning for students who are already proficient? 

 
As a model PLC school, we are utilizing this research in order to design learning opportunities, discuss student 
progress towards standards, evaluate our teaching methods, and collaborate on ways we can improve our 
practice in order to meet the needs of every student, every day.  You can continue to expect our teachers to 
inform you of your child’s reading growth, abilities, and next steps. 
 
As we settle into the new school year, I want to emphasize the crucial role that regular attendance plays in 
your child's academic success.  Every day of learning matters, and daily, on time attendance is directly linked 
to improved academic achievement.  Please make every effort to ensure your child attends school regularly 
and arrives on time.  Our tardy bell rings at 8:00. 
 
Please mark your calendars for our upcoming October Count Day, which is scheduled for October 2nd.  This 
day is particularly important, as it determines our school's funding for the year based on the number of 
students in attendance.  Your child's presence on this day directly impacts our ability to provide quality 
education and resources.  We appreciate your cooperation and support in ensuring a strong turnout on 
October 2nd. 
 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please don't hesitate to reach out to our staff or 
administration.  We value your partnership and look forward to another fantastic month of learning and 
growth at MVE! 
 
Dream. Believe. Achieve. 
 
Warm regards, 
Megan Carkhuff 
Principal 
 
****************************************************************************************** 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
UPDATES 
10th anniversary rescheduled 

• We have rescheduled our 10th anniversary party to 5/10/24 from 5:00 -7:00 p.m.  Mark your 
calendars.  Hoping for sunny skies! 

 

Traffic Updates 
• Please remember we are a school zone, and traffic expectations are tighter.  We appreciate you 

wanting to get your students to school on time, but please remember to drive safely.  We want all our 
families, drivers, walkers, bikers to feel safe traveling to and from school. This includes: 

o Obeying speed limit laws, and school zone speed limits 
o Waiting to drive through a crosswalk until all pedestrians are safely on the sidewalk 
o Waiting for a crossing guard to indicate it is safe to walk across the crosswalk 
o Remaining stopped when the crosswalk lights are flashing 

• We have heard that police may be coming to observe traffic as part of the adding more 
crosswalks/stop signs on Tibet. 

 
PTO Contacts 

• Have questions for PTO or about fundraisers you can reach out to PTO at: 
o Co-President   Christa Keller   presidentmvpto@gmail.com 

o Co-President  Brittney Starcher  presidentmvpto@gmail.com 

o Vice-president  Jasmine Macon  vicepresidentmvpto@gmail.com 

o Secretary  Ashley Cooke   secretarymvpto@gmail.com  

o Treasurer            Gina Gonzalez   treasurermvpto@gmail.com  

o Co-Treasurer  Michelle Butvilas  cotreasurermvpto@gmail.com  

o Communications Amanda Tippets  communicationsmvpto@gmail.com 

o Community Events Shantel Gallegos  eventsmvpto@gmail.com 

o Fundraising  Megan Haas   fundraisingmvpto@gmail.com 

o Past President  Valerie Haper   pastpresidentmvpto@gmail.com 

o Yearbook  Rachel Nightwine  yearbookteammvpto@gmail.com 

o Spirit Wear  Melissa Rouse   spiritwearmvpto@gmail.com 

o Passive Income Melissa Rouse   picmvpto@gmail@gmail.com 

o  

BOOK FAIR 
Monday, October 30         2:45 - 7:00 PM 
Tuesday, October 31         2:45 – 4:00 PM 
Wednesday, November 1    1:45 – 5:00 PM 
Thursday, November 2         10:45 AM - 12:15 PM + 2:45 – 7:00 PM 
Friday, November 3              8:00 - 10:30 AM 
 
 

LOST AND FOUND 
Please check Lost and Found for missing items.  After December 1, any unclaimed items will be donated. 
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ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL/ATTENDANCE REMINDERS  

Please remember that we have a soft start beginning at 7:45 a.m., and school starts promptly at 8:00 a.m.  Do 
not drop your students off any earlier than 7:45 a.m. as there is no supervision outside the entry doors before 
then.  Keep in mind that frequent tardiness and early dismissals lead to missed instruction and can affect your 
student’s ability to successfully meet grade level standards and take part in the school community.  If you are 
calling to excuse an absence for your child, we advise you to use the attendance line (720-886-2795) and not 
the main office line.  If you need to pick up your child prior to dismissal, you must do so no later than 2:25 p.m. 
(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday) and 1:25 p.m. on Wednesdays.  Thank you for your partnership and 
cooperation in supporting our students.  
 

REPORTING AN ABSENCE – ATTENDANCE LINE – 720-886-2795 
If your child will be absent for any reason, please remember to call our 24-hour attendance line,  
720-886-2795.  Please include following information with your message: 

• Student’s first and last name (please spell) 

• Teacher name and grade 

• Reason for the absence.   

• Your name 

• Contact phone number 

• Brief description of symptoms 
 
Thank you for your partnership as we work to keep our students and staff healthy. 
 
 

 

ILLNESS REMINDER FOR PARENTS 
All students must be fever-free (fever = 100.4* or higher) without fever-reducing medication for 24 hours and feeling 

well enough to participate in school. 

They also must stay home until it has been 24 hours since their last episode of vomiting and/or diarrhea and eating and 

drinking before returning to school. 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact our school nurse: 

Mandy Jackson BSN, RN 720-886-2704 

ajackson4@cherrycreekschools.org 

Thank you for helping Mountain Vista Elementary keep our students and staff healthy! 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit https://cherrycreek.revtrak.net/elementary-schools/elementary-schools-l-z/mve/ to pay fees online 

  Library Fees 


